
By Phil Villarreal
ARIZONA DAILY STAR

Savannah Guthrie was named
as Matt Lauer’s co-anchor on
NBC’s “Today” show Friday,
marking the pinnacle of the Tuc-
son-born journalist’s meteoric
rise through the ranks of TV
news.

Guthrie, 40, replaces Ann
Curry, who left the show Thurs-
day, accepting a position as an-
chor-at-large and correspondent
at the network. As she has before
when Curry was away, Guthrie
filled in for Curry on Friday.
Guthrie makes her official start
July 9. Guthrie will continue to
serve as NBC’s chief legal analyst.

Media pundits say Curry was
asked to step aside, likely in a ma-
neuver to grab some momentum
in the ratings battle with ABC ri-

val “Good Morning America.”
Guthrie, who started at NBC in

2007, served as the network’s
White House correspondent from
2008 to 2011, when she started
hosting the third hour of “Today.”
Guthrie has also worked for Court
TV.

Guthrie’s ties to Tucson are
deep. She graduated from Am-
phitheater High School and the
University of Arizona and worked
for KVOA Channel 4 before de-
parting in 1999 to attend George-
town University Law School.

“It was a joy and a pleasure
working with Sav,” said KVOA
reporter Lupita Murillo, via
email. “She is an amazing person
who is not only talented, but also
caring. Her knowledge of the law
and how she’s able to present it
on the air so we can understand it
is a gift.”

DID YOU KNOW?

Another former Tucsonan who
went on from KVOA to national
fame at NBC is sportscaster Dan
Hicks. A former Sabino High
School and University of Arizona
student, Hicks is known for his
PGA golf coverage and for calling
the swimming action at the
Olympic games in Athens, Sydney
and Atlanta.
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University of Arizona physics professor Stanley Bashkin inspects an atom
smasher in the UA’s Van de Graaff Laboratories.

The Arizona Daily Star’s Centennial
salute to science in Arizona runs all summer.
For 100 days, we’ll record a milestone in the
state’s scientific history.

By Tom Beal
ARIZONA DAILY STAR

University of Arizona physics professor
Stanley Bashkin,who died in 2007,was known
as the father of beam-foil spectroscopy.

His exploits were described much more
colorfully in 1960s newspaper accounts:
Bashkin and UA astronomer Aden Meinel
were using “atom smashers” to create
“man-made starlight.”

Bashkin came up with a method to sepa-
rate electrons from atoms by shooting ion-
ized beams through metallic membranes.

Astronomers were interested because
they could compare the spectral signatures
to light given off by stars.

In 1964, Meinel and Bashkin persuaded

UA President Richard Harvill to fund a Van
de Graaff accelerator for the physics de-
partment. It was soon replaced by a much
larger one, as Bashkin gathered grants from
the National Science Foundation and NASA
to expand his new science.

That 6-million volt,$500,000 instrument
was installed in 1968 and made Tucson a
center for this new branch of atomic physics.

Bashkin also established a business — the
Arizona Carbon Foil Co. — to create the
sheets needed for his experiments.

Bashkin was director of the UA’s Van de
Graaff Laboratory from 1964 to 1982.

The machine was decommissioned in 2005.
UA physics professor Alex Cronin said

the UA’s current expertise in atomic physics
is Bashkin’s legacy.

“Bashkin gave us a great road map that
helps today to discover new applications and
new phenomena in atomic physics,”he said.
Sources: Alex Cronin, Arizona Daily Star archives

Professor saw potential of atom physics

100 days of 
SCIENCE

On StarNet:
Covering

topics from the
cosmos to the 
invisible world of
nanotechnology:
the Scientific 
Bent blog at 
azstarnet.com/
scientificbent

• The Dearly Beloved’s
lead singer Larry Cox is
buried in Evergreen Ceme-
tery on  Tucson’s north side.
The cemetery’s name was in-
correct in “The music died
for promising Tucson band,
but its spirit lives” on Page 24
of Thursday’s Caliente.

CORRECTIONS

Former Tucsonan Guthrie
gets ‘Today’ co-anchor job

Prevention
program for
HIV here ends

By Cecelia Marshall
FOR THE ARIZONA DAILY STAR

For the first time in almost two
decades, the Southern Arizona
AIDS Foundation will no longer
offer HIV/AIDS prevention pro-
grams to men with same-sex part-
ners, the group that accounts for
the largest number of new HIV in-
fections here every year.

Three programs the foundation
provides that educate men on HIV
risks, give tips for reducing the risk
of infection and offer counseling
will end today.

The end of the programs was
prompted by a nationwide shift by
the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention to focus on people
who are HIV-positive and live in
major metropolitan areas rather
than men who are most at risk.

For Arizona, that means more
CDC funding for Maricopa Coun-
ty, which accounts for 69 percent
of the state’s HIV/AIDS cases
compared to 13 percent in Pima

County. It also means successful
programs focused on keeping peo-
ple from contracting HIV are giv-
ing way to those that help people
who already are infected.

In 2010, there were 94 new cas-
es of HIV/AIDS reported in Pima
County.

“It’s certainly very disappoint-
ing. The concern in cutting pre-
vention is that information does-
n’t get out there to those at risk
and the numbers rise,” said Dr.
Michelle McDonald, head of the
Pima County Health Department.
“There is a long-term impact, and
you can’t measure how many peo-
ple will be swayed to be prevented
if they had had those tools. If the
money shrinks, the amount of
outreach shrinks.”

In Pima County and across the
United States, men who have sex
with men account for the largest
number of new HIV infections
every year. Some 17,000 people in
Pima County are estimated to
have been served annually by the
Aids foundation programs that are
being cut, said Ethan Smith Cox,

Marana seeks voter OK
on wastewater facility

By Gerald M. Gay
ARIZONA DAILY STAR

Marana residents will be asked
to authorize the town’s acquisition
of the Marana Wastewater Recla-
mation Facility when they go to the
polls for the general election in No-
vember.

The Town Council voted 4-2
during a special meeting June 26 to
approve the ballot measure.

The move is in response to a rul-
ing from the Arizona Court of Ap-
peals against the town on June 14.
The ruling said Marana did not
have proper approval from resi-
dents to legally own or operate the
plant at 14393 W. Luckett Road.

Marana took over the property
from the county in January after
years of litigation, starting with the
town’s attempt to buy the facility,
and its subsequent annexation of

the land where it sits in 2007.
The town had contracted with

the county for wastewater treat-
ment as part of an intergovern-
mental agreement since 1979.

Part of Marana’s claim to the
plant was based on a 1988 voter-
authorized special election meas-
ure that determined Marana could
build, purchase, acquire, lease or
own and operate its own municipal
wastewater and sewer system.

The appeals court ruled June 14
that the measure was too general
in its wording to comply with Ari-
zona Revised Statute 9-514. The
law says any construction, pur-
chase, acquisition or lease by a
municipal corporation of any 
public service plant or property
needs voter approval.

NBC

Savannah Guthrie, a graduate of Amphitheater High School and the University of Arizona, starts July 9 as the
co-anchor of NBC’s “Today” show, replacing Ann Curry. She will continue as NBC’s chief legal analyst.
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“It was a joy and a pleasure working with Sav. ... Her knowledge of the law 
and how she’s able to present it on the air so we can understand it is a gift.”

Lupita Murillo
KVOA reporter 

On StarNet: See a video about
Guthrie's journey from justice

to journalism at 
azstarnet.com/multimedia

CDC shifts its focus 
to major metro areas
like Maricopa County
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Murillo recalled the good
old days working with
Guthrie.

“We would always trade
off stories, if I had a court
story and she had some-
thing to do with crime, we’d
switch. She was great even
back then. I’m extremely
proud of our Sav. I would
like to take credit for getting
her through law school by
sending her salsa from El
Charro.”

Guthrie has maintained a
connection to her former
hometown. She gave the
commencement speech at
the May 2011 UA gradua-
tion.

Through her publicist,
Guthrie declined an inter-
view request Friday. On her
Facebook page, Guthrie
thanked her fans for sup-
port, posting, “Thank you to
all those who sent such
warm and kind messages ...
See you soon on TODAY.”

“Today” show executive
producer Jim Bell told The
Associated Press that
Guthrie has “a one-of-a-
kind combination of sharp
wit and approachability, and
our viewers value her jour-
nalistic skills and legal
background just as much as
her humor and charm.”

Guthrie’s other former
KVOA colleagues took pride
in hearing of her promotion.
News director Cathie Bat-
bie-Loucks said via email
that Guthrie’s “passion for
news was contagious.”
KVOA President and Gen-
eral Manager Bill Shaw
added, “She is not only in-
credibly talented but down
to earth and likable. I un-
derstand that when Savan-
nah was a rookie, not only
did we train her, but she
trained us.”

The Associated Press contributed to
this story. Contact reporter Phil
Villarreal at 573-4130 or
pvillarreal@azstarnet.com

the foundation’s director
of development.

Arizona received about
$4.2 million in total fund-
ing from the CDC for HIV/
AIDS-related services, like
prevention programs sur-
veillance and HIV testing
in high-risk groups, the
federal agency said.

“There is a sense of be-
wilderment,” said Jim
O’Rourke, who is active in
Tucson’s gay community.
“It doesn’t make sense that
this prevention program
that did so well in the com-
munity is going to have its
funding completely pulled.
It’s a slight slap in the face
to SAAF. It kind of hurts,”
he said.

“This is really devastat-
ing and completely shock-
ing,” said Luis Ortega, the
group’s director of preven-
tion programming.

Ortega noted that the
CDC priority shift left the
foundation without a
backup plan when funding
was eliminated rather than
reduced. The shift could
seriously jeopardize the
health of the entire com-
munity, the foundation
said in a news release.

“It’s a fascinating ap-
proach by the CDC to shift
its attention to Maricopa
County and people who
are HIV positive,” said

O’Rourke. “It’s a new ap-
proach, but it makes me
nervous down here in Pima
(County) with the cut in
prevention services, that
the number of positive
people will go up with no
prevention services,”

A combination of health
groups and those that
serve the gay community
are working to find a way to
keep providing services
like those being cut.

The AIDS group has also
applied for grants and
funding from private and
public foundation sources,
Ortega said. Pima County
still offers numerous re-
sources, and the AIDS
group will continue its HIV
testing and community
outreach, he said.

“We are putting the re-
sponsibility of HIV pre-
vention on the people who
are already positive and al-
ready have the medical
burden of it,” said Ortega.
“It concerns me because
it’s all a matter of personal
responsibility and putting
reinforcement on respon-
sible and safe choices. The
goal is to keep everyone
HIV-negative, and I hope
this message doesn't get
lost because of this
change.”

Cecelia Marshall is a University of
Arizona student who is an appren-
tice at the Star. Contact her at
starapprentice@azstarnet.com or
573-4117.

GUTHRIE
Continued from Page A2

HIV/AIDS
Continued from Page A2

Town Attorney Frank
Cassidy submitted a motion
for reconsideration to the
appeals court on Thursday.

In the meantime, Novem-
ber’s ballot will include a
question asking residents for
permission to specifically
take over the Marana Waste-
water Reclamation Facility.

Town Manager Gilbert
Davidson said the appeals
court decision, overturning
a previous ruling by Marico-
pa County Superior Court,
didn’t offer much guidance.

“It is not our task to for-
mulate the exact wording of
a ballot measure that would
comply with ARS 9-514, and
we do not attempt to do so
here,” Judge Philip Hall
wrote in the decision.

“They made it a very
broad statement,” Davidson
said.

Town officials stress the
importance of Marana own-
ing its own plant.

“Marana sits atop a rising
aquifer and must ensure its
long-term sustainability for
its residents and businesses,”
Mayor Ed Honea wrote in a
2011 guest editorial in the
Star. “Owning and operating
an efficient wastewater sys-
tem is required to guarantee
that sustainability.”

Council members met in
executive session last week
and decided to add the ballot
measure. Members Roxanne
Ziegler and Jon Post voted
against the move. Member
Herb Kai was absent.

The election will cost the
town between $65,000 and
$150,000.

Davidson said the town is
confident it will receive voter
support. “The local govern-
ment has a good reputation
with its citizens,” he said.
“We have good roads, good
parks. I think people will
recognize managing our wa-
ter resources for the future is
going to be critical for the
overall community.”

Contact reporter Gerald M. Gay at
ggay@azstarnet.com or 807-8430.

Jury acquits man involved
in pedestrian’s 2011 death

By Kim Smith
ARIZONA DAILY STAR

A Tucson man accused of
killing a pedestrian as he
raced down Sixth Avenue at
more than double the speed
limit was acquitted of
manslaughter Friday in Pima
County Superior Court.

The jury was unable to
reach a verdict on a negli-
gent-homicide charge
against Daniel G. Perez-
Sanchez,22.

Jurors were told that on
Jan. 7, 2011, Perez-Sanchez
was following his brother to
a pizza parlor about 10 p.m.
when his brother suddenly
accelerated and he tried to
catch up. Perez-Sanchez
was traveling 73 mph when
he spotted Gilberto Mal-
donado, 54, starting to run
across the road.

Perez-Sanchez hit the
brakes, skidded for 200 feet
and struck Maldonado
while going 43 miles an
hour.He skidded another 86
feet, engaged his emergency
brake, skidded 14 more feet
and then rolled 283 feet be-
fore stopping. Tests on the
car showed Perez-
Sanchez’s anti-lock braking
system wasn’t working.

Defense attorney Nathan

Leonardo told jurors during
closing arguments Thursday
that while there is no ques-
tion his client was speeding,
Maldonado caused the
crash. Maldonado wasn’t in
a crosswalk and was intoxi-
cated,Leonardo said.

In addition,it was far eas-
ier for him to see Perez-
Sanchez’s vehicle than vice
versa, Leonardo said. Mal-
donado could have waited
for the brothers’ cars to pass
before attempting to cross
the street,he said.

Leonardo also told the ju-
rors that although prosecu-
tors Casey McGinley and
Nicolette Kneup made
much of the fact Perez-
Sanchez’s ABS wasn’t
working, many cars don’t
have ABS and experts said
his client’s car was safe for
everyday driving.

Kneup said she found it
ironic Perez-Sanchez
worked part time at a tire
shop and spent money en-
hancing his car’s perform-
ance, but didn’t fix the ABS
or the car’s ball joints, which
assist with steering.

For the cost of two bolts,
Perez-Sanchez could have
fixed his car,Kneup said.

She also showed jurors

pictures showing duct tape
on one of the car’s ball joints
and said there is no way
Perez-Sanchez could have
missed the tape while work-
ing on the car.

If Perez-Sanchez’s car
had been in better shape and
if he hadn’t been speeding,
maybe he could have avoid-
ed Maldonado,Kneup said.

Under questioning from
his attorney, Perez-Sanchez
testified he’s never been in
trouble with the law before,
he’s a Pima Community
College music major who
still lives with his parents
and he bought his Honda
Prelude for $1,500 because
he needed a way to get to
school and work.

Although he’s been to
the races twice before,
Perez-Sanchez said he has
never raced and was not
racing that night.

He said that when he de-
cided to catch up with his
brother, he didn’t look at his
speedometer and he never
expected someone to run
out into the street.

Judge Richard Fields
presided over the trial.

Contact reporter Kim Smith at 573-
4241 or kimsmith@azstarnet.com


